January 2020

GOVERNING COUNCIL

Richard Woodward - Chairman
Tel 01384 825680
e-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk
Post currently vacant - Secretary
Caroline Whorton – Treasurer/Trading Company
Jon Jones - Vice-Chair/Outside Events/AWCC
Ivor Chambers - Work Parties
Terry Blakesley - Health and Safety
Dee Brown - Social Club Company
Tony Friar - Moorings & Site Manager
Post currently vacant - Site Co-ordinator & Projects
Office
Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353
e-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com

www.hawnebasin.org.uk
‘Interchange’ is printed and distributed by volunteers.
Our thanks to them.

Happy New Year to you all………
Well here it is, the new look ‘Interchange’ Magazine and what better time
to start it than at the beginning of a brand New Year.
I thought the best way to begin my time as editor would be to introduce
myself and tell you a bit about myself and my love of narrow boating.
How did I get here? Well my love affair with narrow boating started early,
when I was around 9 or 10 years old. Mum would send us off with a
cheese and tomato butty and a bottle of pop. My friends and I would grab
our bikes and cycle off for a day of summer adventures. This usually
meant riding a few miles to the local motorway bridge to wave at the
passing cars. I still find it hard to believe we had to wait for cars to come
along to wave to, this was the M6 motorway! Oh, how things have
changed.
Boredom soon set in. So off we’d go, down the road, under the
motorway, past the pink church and up to the canal side post office at
Hassall Green. Sweets in hand we’d sit and watch the narrowboats come
and go through the locks, eventually offering to help. That was it, to
quote the old fishing term I was caught, hook, line and sinker. I can’t
count how many days of my summer holidays were spent helping boaters
through the locks. Picnics, bottles of Tizer and long waits for boats to
come along, what fantastic memories.

Later, holidays with my Mum and Dad reconfirmed my dream to one day
to own a boat of my own and to travel the canals and rivers of England &
Wales. After five years in a small syndicate and retirement just over the
horizon, we decided to take the plunge, metaphorically speaking and buy
our own boat. I’ve heard tell that the boat finds you and I personally
believe this. Yep! I’m an old romantic at heart.
I saw the advert on the Thursday morning and text Sue about it. She
returned with a text that she liked the name. Another text an hour later
read we we’re booked into see the boat on the Saturday. As soon as I got
aboard, I knew this was the boat for us. On the way home we got in touch
with the broker and put in an offer. By the Monday we were the proud
owners of Lottie Jane, a year early but what the hell and we’ve not looked
back since.
After retiring, we lived aboard Lottie full time for over 3 years and loved
every minute of it. Finally, this year we got a mooring at Hawne Basin
where we now leave Lottie for the winter months.
So that’s it really, not that exciting but a journey none the less. It would
be interesting to hear how you, yes you, started your journey to a love of
narrow boating and the pleasure it brings, we all started somewhere.
And finally, here’s wishing you all the very best for a Happy, Healthy and
Prosperous New Year.
Cheers
Tony Skelling

Editor Editorial Policy
Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling.
All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content
which might be offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be
the view of the Governing Council or the Editor

Association of Waterways Cruising Clubs. Report to the
Coombeswood Canal Trust AGM January 2020
As many here today will be aware the AWCC was formed in 1965 with the
three aims of acting as a focus to address local and national issues for
those cruising the Inland Waterways, to provide temporary moorings at
other AWCC member clubs on a reciprocal basis and to offer assistance to
members in the event of breakdown or any emergency that may arise.
These three key aims still pertain today although the emphasis has
changed in a world of plentiful Marina’s, boat yards and River Canal
Rescue!
The Coombeswood Canal Trust, by paying an annual subscription, is a
member ‘club’ of the AWCC and, as such all our moorers have the benefit
of being part of this wider organisation. Each year a Handbook listing all
member clubs across all five AWCC Regions is published with this giving
all of the details and contact numbers to enable assistance to be sought
and temporary moorings to be arranged. This handbook, published in
March each year, is available for our members to purchase from the Basin
shop at a cost of approx £2 (first come first served as only a limited
number have been purchased by the Trust) with sufficient membership
cards purchased from the AWCC for all our moorers, these been available
for Hawne Basin moorers to collect today from the ‘signing in’ table by
the door onto the veranda.
As the Trust’s Representative at the AWCC Midland Region meetings,
which I currently Chair and whose meeting is today, my role is to
represent the Trust at such meetings and to communicate back any issues
for our attention and that of the Governing Council as appropriate. The
Midland Region will meet approx four to five times each year (outside of
the main Cruising ‘season’) with these meetings moving around the
Region with the March meeting incorporating the Region AGM, and, as
Chair of the Midland Region I attend the meetings of the National
Executive Committee representing the Midland Region.

At both a local level (we have established good links with CRT West
Midlands Region, whose staff now attend as guests AWCC Midland
Region meetings) and at a National level the AWCC takes forward issues
and concerns to CRT via the Regional CRT User Groups as well as at
national meetings with Senior CRT managers and as attendee’s at the
Parliamentary Waterways Group alongside other waterways
organisations.

Minutes of the Regional meetings are available on the AWCC notice
board in the Cabin for Trust members to read and can be viewed, for
those of you who wish to obtain a members ‘log in’, in the members area
of the AWCC website along with a members forum. The AWCC website,
awcc.org.uk provides, outside of the member’s area, general information
about the AWCC and a ‘Club Finder’ facility as well as an Events Calendar
and links to various Canal Societies.
Finally, please do make sure you take away with you a copy of the
recently produced ‘An Introduction to the AWCC’ which has been made
available for today’s meeting.
Jon Jones,
Vice Chair, CCT and our AWCC Rep.

Chairman’s Ramblings

An Introduction to the AWCC

What is the AWCC?
The Association of Waterway Cruising Clubs (AWCC) is a
grouping of individual and independent clubs which
offer their members facilities related to boating on the
inland waterways of the United Kingdom. Membership
of the AWCC is open to all UK clubs in this sphere,
whether they have a defined physical location and base
(i.e. moorings and/or clubhouse) or comprise a looser grouping of
individual boaters with a common interest. Membership of the AWCC is
not open to individual boaters other than by being a member of a club
that is an AWCC member. Clubs pay a modest annual fee for membership
of the AWCC that then entitles all their members to take advantage of the
facilities that the AWCC offers.

What are the benefits of AWCC membership?
There are benefits from membership of the AWCC for both clubs and
their individual members.
For clubs, membership provides access to the expertise and shared
experience of both the national AWCC officers and members and officers
of other member clubs. In particular, the AWCC has experienced officers
who can represent the interests of member clubs, either individually or
collectively, with other organisations and government departments,
including the Canal & Rivers Trust, and the Environment Agency. The
AWCC have officers who sit on a number of national waterways advisory
bodies and can thus represent the interests of member clubs in those
forums.

For individual club members, the AWCC offers reciprocal arrangements
with other member clubs, including emergency help whilst out cruising,
access to temporary moorings for overnight or longer stays, as well as use
of other facilities and clubhouse access. Clearly these facilities will depend
on what each club is able to offer, and each club is free to determine their
own rules and charges for use of the facilities. Contact details for each
club for making arrangements prior to visiting a club are included in the
AWCC Handbook which is produced each year, and which is available to
members of AWCC clubs for a small fee, as well as being available in the
members area of the AWCC website.

AWCC Management Structure
The operation of the AWCC is divided into 6 regions. Each club should
have appointed a representative (AWCC Rep) to attend the regional
meetings, to represent their club’s interests and to channel information
between the AWCC and their club. Each Region appoints a number of
regional officers at their Regional AGM, including a Chairman, Secretary,
President and Treasurer, to manage the regional business, two of which
then represent the Region on the National Executive Committee (NEC).
Whilst many of the regional officers may start out as Reps for their Club,
this is not a requirement and nominations are welcome from anyone
keen to support the work of the AWCC. The NEC also consists of a number
of national officers who are elected at the AWCC National AGM, again
without the requirement to be a Club Rep. A full list of all national and
regional officers is available in the Handbook and in the Members Area of
the website.
This structure allows clubs to raise issues at a regional level which can
then be escalated to the NEC for further national action where relevant. If
you have any issues with the management of the waterways or other
boating matters that require action and which fall outside individual club
responsibilities, pass these to your club’s AWCC Rep for them to take to
the regional meetings from where further escalation can be managed
where appropriate.

AWCC Website
The AWCC maintains a website at
http://awcc.org.uk. This comprises a
public area, which gives general
information about the organisation
and summary information about its
member clubs, as well as a password
protected members area where more
detailed information about the
member clubs and their contacts, access to the AWCC forums and other
information such as regional and national meeting minutes is available.
All current members of a Club that is a
member of the AWCC are entitled to a
login to the Mem bers' Area of the
AWCC web site.
As the AWCC itself has no means of
establishing whether an applicant for a
login is a current member of one of its
member clubs, the creation of these logins is handled by officers of the
club itself. Therefore, as a member of an AWCC club, you should apply to
one of your club officers (as recorded by the AWCC) for them to create
your login record. Details of your login ID and initial password will then be
automatically e-mailed directly to you. The club officers recorded by the
AWCC and who should have this ability include the Secretary,
Membership Secretary, AWCC Rep, contact for visiting AWCC boaters and
Treasurer. In some cases, further club officers may also have the ability to
create the login records. To create a login, the only information that is
required is your forename, surname, private email address and the club
of which you are a member.
The AWCC Rep for your Club is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work Party Rambling Winter 2019
October work party we started to clear an overhanging tree from offside
of channel that was showing the first sign of coming down between the
winding hole and the stank and a litter pick from the outside of your
mooring perimeter fence to the tunnel mouth, collecting 20 large bags of
rubbish.
Nine volunteers turn out to help.
November work party, collecting accumulated floating rubbish along our
arm up to the stank.
Then we started to cut and trim back the offside vegetation and
overhanging branches from trees along our mooring from the stank to the
winding hole. All the vegetation unloaded into the joey boat.
Five volunteers tuned out help me.
Decembers work party, we again carried on with the cutting and trimming
back vegetation, this time from the winding hole along our mooring out
along the arm as far to the start of the old boat dock area. As before all
the trimmed vegetation was unloaded into the joey boat.
Again, five volunteers turn out to help me.
Taking about the joey two volunteers went down to it and very kindly
pump it clear of rain water for me, must now be talking CRT to empty as it
now full.
Next work party dates are as follows 19 January, 23 February and 22
March, notices are up in the club house and shop windows.

Ivor Chambers

Work Party Organiser

Twitt......Twoooooo !!!

On the 3rd November the Basin rang not to the sound of owls but to the
laughter and chatter of 30 Brownies and their leaders.
We hosted a day for a group of Brownies from Wednesbury and with the
help of a number of willing(??) volunteers we were able to provide the
girls plus 1 boy with an experience they will not get anywhere else. The
volunteers dressed up in traditional boatie clothes.....see photo..... much
to the amusement of the Brownies. They were treated to a trip into Gosty
Tunnel with Tony, Keith and Dave and given a demonstration of legging.
Next was a walkabout the Basin with Gill and Pam to share with them
details of boats, how they work, what all the bits are called and a treasure
hunt to find animals commonly found along the canals. We were amazed
at how much some of them knew and discussions were lively and
interesting.

Adrian demonstrated rope work and the girls were able to make
something to take home with them. A break for lunch ensured they all
gained their strength for the last activity which took place in the recently
fitted out Youth cabin. Ivor and Marion took the girls into the delightful
realms of boat art and boat clothes. Thanks to the generosity of a number
of our members we have been able to put together a dressing up box of
boat clothes. This is a huge hit with all children. Marion marked out the
size of a back cabin so the girls could see how families had lived.
The day was a huge success and as a result of what they learned here
they have all been awarded a Local History Proficiency Badge.
Links have been established with the District Commissioner of Guides for
the Wednesbury area so we are hoping to arrange further events in 2020.
A day such as this enables
the Trust to meet its
objectives in working with
the local community to
pass on knowledge of the
heritage and importance of
the canal network.
A huge thank you to
everyone who volunteered.
It was a rewarding
experience for us too.

Gill
Youth Project Manager

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Residentials
We have again had a successful year with our DOfE
scheme. Having slightly changed the formula from
previous years we had mostly full trips this year.
Mick Cowles headed the trips with assistance from
female members of staff.
The trip itself offers young people the opportunity to
complete the final stage of their DOfE Award whilst
gaining knowledge and insight into their own
strengths and weaknesses. The trip is challenging both physically and
emotionally as the young people are expected to crew the boats under
the guidance of qualified volunteer skippers as well as plan their menus
for the week, cook all their own meals ,do a day of volunteer work at
Black Country Living Museum as well as bow haul and work the locks at
Tipton, The Brades and The Crow.
The young people sleep on camp beds in the hold of the boats ......Malus
housing the girls and Atlas the boys. The highlight of the week is always
the BIG BOAT BAKE
OFF? Mick will decide
on a theme and the
young people have to
produce a cake to that
specification....not an
easy feat on a
traditional back cabin
stove !!!! I have one so I
know how difficult they
can be to control.

I usually go out to meet the groups along the
way and am always amazed at how quickly
they have formed themselves into a cohesive,
supportive group.
Hopefully we can continue this very valuable
and enjoyable programme in 2020.
Again huge thanks must go to the volunteer
skippers who make this all possible and to Mick
for his amazing ability to work alongside such a
diverse group of young people and get the best
out them .

The long term impact of this scheme is seen through the Facebook
contacts that so many of the young people keep long after the trip has
ended. Younger siblings of some
of our first participants are now
taking part and letters and cards
received by Mick from young
people and parents demonstrate
the impact that this scheme has
for them.

Thank you to everyone who
makes this amazing scheme
possible.

Gill
Youth Project Manager.

Hair today, gone
tomorrow or was
that just a close
shave?
Ever had one of those ideas that you thought was a good at the time
then told others about it.
Well, picture the scene if you will. A lovely sunny afternoon on the
lower Oxford Canal, beer in hand, discussing life the universe and
everything and generally just chilling after a mornings cruising. Bliss.
Me: You know what Dave, this really is one of the joys of narrow
boating and you can’t beat it.
Dave: I’m going to have my head shaved for charity”
Me: ‘What!’ half a mouthful of beer sprayed across the towpath.
‘Did you just say you’re going to have your head shaved?’
Sue: I’ll do it
Me: “Did you really just say you’re going to have your head shaved?”
Dave: Yep
Sue: I’ll do it
Me: Should be good for a laugh
Sue: Ooh, I could dress up like an old-fashioned barber.
Me: Another drink anyone?

Summer, like most seasons whizzed by and
it was soon time to get back to the basin.
With Dave’s scalping fast approaching,
plans were hatched to make it something
of a special occasion for all concerned.
Charity shops visited for the right attire,
music chosen for the great enterance and
the actual cutting. This was going to be
some occasion.
The big day arrived and to the sound of the
Rocky theme Dave took his seat. Sue,
clippers in hand went about the job with
style. Hair falling everywhere, you could
hear grown men weeping, or was that
laughing, I cant quite remember.
To sound of the John Waites tune ‘I ain’t
missing you at all’, Daves hair disappeared.
When all was said and done, Dave had
raised £282 for the McMillan ‘Brave the
Shave Charity’ and got a cracking new look
into the bargin.

Letters Page
We welcome letters from members on any topic, boat-related or
otherwise, but please bear in mind our editorial policy. Anonymous
letters will not be included, but we can state Name and Address Supplied
if appropriate.

On doctors advice….
Heard a Dr. on TV say to have inner peace we should always finish things
we start and we all could use more calm in our lives. I looked through my
boat to find things i'd started and hadn't finished, so I finished off a
bottle of Merlot, a bottle of Chardonnay, a bodle of Baileys, a butle of
wum, tha mainder of Valiumun srciptuns, an a b ox a chocletz. Yu haf no
idr how feckin fablus I feel rite now. Sned this to yor frends who need
inner peas. An telum u luvum. And two al hve a Hopy Ber Yeah.

I’M A REAL BOATER NOW…….
How many times have I heard it said that you’re not a real boater until,
you’ve fallen in the cut, it must be thousands, well at least three anyway.
So, during the spring of this year I was anointed into this select group of
the canal fraternity in spades and in my defence (very flimsy I may add) I
didn’t actually fall in more, I stepped in.
Imagine the scene if you will. Two excited boaters and a CRT chaperone
(polite name for the guide) all togged up with hard hats and life vest
waiting to go through the Standedge Tunnel.

Before we set off the chaperone gave Lottie the once over and checked
the height to make sure that she would go through the tunnel and as an
extra precaution I decided to drop the top box. This meant undoing the
KD fittings with an allen key and laying the pieces flat on top of the boat.
Job done we prepared to set off.

The journey through the tunnel was both exhilarating and a unique
experience I would recommend anyone to do if they get the opportunity.
Having happily spent the last 2+ hours underground, travelling through
the Standedge Tunnel we arrived at the Diggle end mooring where we
were to drop off our travelling companion. We then planned to continue
on towards Manchester and our eventual destination of Hawne Basin
later that month.

Having tied up on the centre rope, we weren’t stopping long, I set about
putting the top box back together. Well it was one of those times when
nothing goes right as the top box just wasn’t playing ball. So in the end I
decided stuff it, I’ve got better things to do with my time. So thinking
about a hot cup of coffee, I turned and stepped off the boat onto the side
which now wasn’t there.
Did you know the canal is about 12ft deep at the Diggle end of the
tunnel, a fact I can now confirm is true. I can also confirm its bloody cold
and something you really don’t want to test if you’re of sound mind and
body. Sue tells me I was like an Exocet missile as I shot out of the water,
grabbed the edge and hauled my sodden body onto the side.

Standing dripping on the bank I was suddenly hit with the thought of how
strange that must have looked, no, not strange, how funny. I just know I
would have absolutely cracked up if I’d seen it happen to someone else,
once I’d checked they were ok.

Feeling slightly embarrassed I looked round and there was our chaperone,
standing just in front of me, his face dead pan, not a snigger, smile,
nothing. Obviously, he’s seen it all before or just couldn’t believe his eyes.
I suspect he got a goodly few beers in the pub later when he recounted
the tale of the muppet that stepped off the side of his boat straight into
the cut. Anyway, apart from my pride, nothing else was hurt or damaged,
as thankfully I’d left my phone on charge in the back cabin and I was
under so briefly that my hearing aids didn’t notice. Reflecting on the
experience later over a hot coffee, it made me realise how blasé I’d
become about moving around the outside of the boat and that one
dunking is enough for anyone, more care in future.

Guess what? Yep! we’re going back through the tunnel again in the other
direction this spring (sucker for punishment) on our way to the Skipton
Festival. I’ll be going in disguise, with my ear to the ground to see if the
tale has become folklore up in them there hills surrounding the canal in
Lancashire and Yorkshire.

Now it’s your turn….
So that’s my tale of becoming a true boater, what yours? If you fancy
sharing your experience, just email it through to me and I’ll see about
including it in a future issue of Interchange.

Coombeswood Canal Company Shop
If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or
repairing, or going up the slipway, think ahead and let us know
what you will need. We’ll make sure it’s in stock for when you
need it, and it will probably be cheap as chips, too! Have a
browse next time you’re at the Basin – you’ll be amazed at
what we’ve got and what we can get!
Batteries, leisure and starter, now available at discount for
multiple orders
Your shop will always do the best for YOU.
************

Social Club News
Make sure Chris Turner has your e-mail address by sending
details to
chrisenfor@yahoo.co.uk
and making sure her e-mail address is on your ‘safe’ list so
you get the Round Robin information.
Don’t forget you can hire the Cabin for your party. We can
provide hot or cold buffets or you can do your own catering.
We love a bit of a ‘do’!

******

COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Membership is renewable annually on 1st August
TITLE: _________________

FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

POSTCODE: ___________________

TELEPHONE No: ______________________________EMAIL: _______________________________________
BOAT NAME: ________________________________________________
JOINT MEMBER
TITLE: _________________

FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

POSTCODE: ___________________

TELEPHONE No: ____________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________________
Membership Fees
Associate Membership

£25.00

-Associations, Organisations and Companies

Individual Membership (18+)
Joint Membership

£8.00
£14.00

) – Individuals and Families
)

OVER 60 Membership
Joint OVER 60 Membership

£6.00
£10.00

Full-Time Student

£6.00

Full copies of the Rules of the Trust are available on the website or from the Trust Office. The information on this form
will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1984) members may examine
their entry at any reasonable time by prior arrangement.
Membership Paid:

£ ____________________

I wish to make a donation:

£ ____________________

Total Enclosed:
‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’

£ ____________________

Please make cheques payable to

Signed: ___________________________________________________________Date: __________________________

Skills I/we can offer the Trust: ________________________________________________________________________

Trade/Profession the Trust can ask for quotes: __________________________________________________________

Please return this form and your payment either to the Trust Office or by post to:
Caroline Whorton, 21 Hyperion Road, Stourton, Stourbridge DY7 6SD
UK Taxpayers may like to increase the worth of their contributions by signing a GIFT AID
DECLARATION .Please contact us by either the email address or telephone number above and we
will be happy to send you a form. If you wish to set up a yearly Standing Order with your own Bank
to pay your membership, our Bank Details are: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Delf House,
WN8 6WT,
Acct No. 65566440, Sort Code 08-92-99

